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UiTITH)  STAT.13  hi VU  FORCES  HI  THU  FnR  UnflT 

office  of  tie  st..ff  judge  ;jjvoc..T2 
(w.j*  crimes  br.jjch) 


h.P.O.  501 
9  hpril  1945 

BUBJUC* 1  Import  of  War  Crimes  Branch  on  tho  Investigation  of  tho 
alleged  murder  of  Filipino  Civilians  at  Dapdap,  Ponson 
Island,  Camotes,  Islands,  Cobu  Province,  Philippine  Islands 
by  the  Ir^orial  Japanese  -»nny  on  29  December  1944» 

TO  1  The  Judge  Advocate  General ,  War  Crimes  Office,  Washington 


Briefly  summarized,  the  cvidonco  adduced  by  the  Invest igptor- 
Dxaminer  is  to  tho  effoot  that* 


At  approximately  9*00  o' dock  December  29,  192*4,  a  patrol  of 
about  50  Japanese  soldiers,  including  two  officers,  entered  tho  barrio 
of  Dapdap,  Ponson  Island,  Camotes  Islands,  Philippino  Islands.  On 
arrival,  the  soldiers,  with  the  aid  of  two  interpreters,  liuilio  .»ngos 
and  Sofio  Itoaa,  who  ware  later  killed  by  the  Japanese  (R.  4il6)(  went 
throughout  the  village  commanding  all  ftmilies  to  gather  at  the  town 
plaza  insnod lately.  It  was  ejq>laiued  that  the  purpose  of  the  meeting 
wua  to  issue  pnssos  to  tho  inhabitants  so  they  could  be  identified  and 
would  not  be  molested  by  other  Japaioee  soldiers  passing  through..  ..t 
first  the  people  were  reluctant  to  execute  the  order;  however,  after 
.being  told  thoy  would  be  shot  for  non-complim 00,  they  readily  obeyed. 

<H.  1,3, 5, 13.22, 24, 28,30,32, 35.37, 33, 40.41, 45 .47, 48, 50) 


■Shortly  aftor  arriving  at  tho  plaza,  the  pcoplo,  numbering 
about  four  or  five  hundred,  nor-  ordered  to  group  themselves  in  familios 
and  congregate  in  tho  church  30  they  would  be  unobserved  fraa  a  piano 
which  was  heard  in  tho  vicinity.  Tho  excuse  given  was  that  they  might 
bo  strafed.  The  people  followed  out  the  instructions  without  delay. 

Ono  Japanese  officer  sat  near  th9  altar  while  the  second  stationed  him* 
self  at  the  door.  (R.  26)  The  former  then  called  them  to  order,  end 
through  the  interpreters,  cskod  if  anyone  had  seen  or  knew  tho  whoro- 
obouts  of  three  -uerican  soldiers  who  wore  supposed  to  have  landed  on 
tho  island  that  morning.  .»11  repliod  in  tho  nogativo.  *4  then  directed 
all. from  Cebu  to  raise  their  hands.  A  few  hands,  probably  not  more  than 
five  or  six,  were  shown.  Likewise,  he  inquired  viio  was  from  ioyto  and 
no  hands  were  raised.  Finally,  he  asked  dio  was  from  Dapdnp  and  prao- 
tically  all  signified  they  were.  (R.  2,5,15,23,25,28,32,35,38.4r'.42,5o) 


By  this  time  it  was  almost  12»f0  0  clock  so,  at  tho 
request  ef  the  peoplo,  the  interpreters  asked  permission  from  tho 
offioer  in  charge  to  return  to  their  homes  for  food.  He  consented 
but  directed  them  to  depart  one  family  at  a  time,  accampaiied  by 
aoldior  guards  who  would  search  their  homes,  'iach  family  was  then 
told  to  form  in  line.  (R.2, 3, 5, 6, 30,32, 38, 39, 42, 45, 47) 

t 

The  For  tuna  to  family  (last  noma  unknown)  from  °cbu,  was 
tho  first  to  leave.  It  was  first  on  a  registration  list  of  civilian 
residents  previously  preporod  by  tho  Japancso.  »*s  soon  as  they 
passed  outside,  their  hands  wero  tied  and  thoy  wero  led  away.  (R.1,2,6) 

Only  ono  son,  Torfidio,  survived.  (R*  7)  -Shortly  thereafter,  the  Japanese 
soldiers  returned  and  led  another  family  group  away.  (R.  3) 
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Mrs.  Fabiana  Morolos  sad  her  throe  children  followed,  and 
about  throe  hundred  yards  from  the  church,  their  hands  wero  tiod 
behind  thorn,  except  Mrs.  Morelos'  whoso  hands  were  tied  in  front 
beoausc  she  was  holding  her  nursiug  ohild.  Proceeding  a  littlo 
further,  two  Jnponoso  guards  began  bayonotting  them  ono  after  tho 
other,  ono  bayonet  thruat  passing  completely  through  tho  baby's  body 
into  Mrs.  “Orolos'  side,  she  being  tho  only  member  of  tho  family  to 
escape  alive.  (R."  32) 

Fivo  Japuneso  soldiers  then  took  out  tho  Candida  Rollo  family 
of  eight,  About  five  hundred  yards  from  the  church  thoy  wero  tied  and 
bayouettod,  four  being  killed  ar.d  tho  remaining  four  receiving  inrny 
serious  uiltiple  wounds.  Tho  wife,  lb  lores,  rcoeived  nine  wounds* 

Sho  was  holding  in  her  arras  her  daughter,  Maxima,  age  three  years, 
v/hen  one  Jap  soldier  thrust  a  bayonet  through  tho  child  into  the  mother's 
left  breast.  (R.  40-43) 


Basilio  Cocela's  family  of  nevon  was  conducted  to  a  place 
about  one  half  kilometer  away  whore  thoy  were  tiod  and  bayonetted  by 
tho  Japanese  guards.  All  wero  killed,  exoopt  the  sixteen  year  old 
dau^tor  Rerpotua,  who  was  wounded  in  four  different  places.  (R.  47) 

Because  the  church  was  filled  when  sovon  members  of  the 
l*u conus  family  arrived  at  the  plaza  they  were  takon  to  a  nearby  house 
by  six  Japanese  soldiers,  and  later  to  a  banana  grove,  whero  all  were 
tied  and  six  were  killed  by  bayonot  stabs.  While  theothers  wero  being 
bound  the  daughter,  Raulita,  broko  away  and  escaped  but  was  shot  at 
several  times.  (R,  37,33) 


«fter  several  families  had  been  disposed  of  by  individual 
units,  groups  of  tlirco  or  more  families  wero  ordered  from  tho  churoh 
collectively.  (R.  6,7) 

At  about  ono  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  Teofila  Gooela 
family  of  nine  members,  and  throe  other  families,  all  living  in  tho 
hills  adjr.oont  to  tho  town,  wero  brought  down  and  placed  in  tho  ohurch, 
at  which  time  it  was  half -filled.  They  were  accorded  tho  same  treat¬ 
ment  as  the  others  they  joined.  Shortly  thereafter  the  family  was 
token  therefrom,  their  hands  tied  behind  thoir  becks,  and  led  to  a 
shod  in  tho  near  vioinity,  whero  all  T.’ero  tied  to  ono  post  and  nine 
Japanese  soldiers  began  their  work  of  carnage  by  bayonetting  tho  viotims 
in  their  backs.  Tho  mother  saw  her  eighteen  months  old  daughter 
killod  by  a  bayonet  thrust  wiiich  disemboweled  har.  She  saw  them 
kill  her  son  Douinador,  aged  four.  Thoy  also  bayonetted  the 
remaining  seven,  after  which  tho  ropes  tyiug  them  to  the  post  wore 
cut  and  Mrs*  Goccla  fell  to  the  ground  unoonseious.  (R.  8,9) 

Aator,  one  of  tho  soldiers  placed  a  lighted  cigarette  on  her  right 
tonplo  to  determine  if  she  were  still  alive.  3he  did  not  move  and 
feigned  death.  The  guards  then  wiped  their  bloody  bayonets  on  the 
victims'  olothes,  covered  tho  bodies  with  banana  and  coconut  laavoa, 
and  departed.  Her  3on  Francisco,  seventeen  years  old,  who  was 
wounded  in  eleven  plaoes,  roused  himsalf  and  untied  the  hands  of  the 
six  who  were  living,  hid  them  in  the  thick  £?uss,  and  went  in  searoh 
of  a  houso,  but  upon  returning  found  that  two  had  died.  The  remain¬ 
ing  four  wont  with  him  to  a  nipu  hut  whero  they  subsisted  for  four 
days  on  unripo  bananas  and  without  water.  Francisco  died  two  days 
later,  tho  others  remaining  two  doys  longer  when  the  stench  of  his 
decomposing  body  forced  them  to  nova.  (R.  9)  The  survivors  wont 
toBnbay,  Leyte,  and  were  hospitalized,  “ts.  Gooela  also  sow  tho 
bayanotting  of  her  brother's  family  of  seven,  naixod  Luoonns,  all  of 
whom  were  killod  except  the  sovsn  yonr  old  daughter  Victoria.  (R.  9) 


The  leoson  family  of  six  members  and  tliree  other  families 
were  formed  into  a  group  of  about  twenty,  whose  hands  we  re  tied 
together,  and  led  to  a  house  in  the  barrio.  .»rriving  there  the  Jap 
soldiers  fixed  thoir  bayonets.  The  viotims  knelt  on  tho  floor 
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pleading  for  mercy,  the  father  ovon  begging  to  bo  o  servant  for  the 
Japnnose,  but  thair  supplications  wore  ignored  end  they  wore  sot 
upon  and  bayonet  tod.  Of  this  family  only  tho  thirteen  yonr  old 
daughter  dorian  ond  her  brothor  Wioolas,  ~ge  eight,  survivod.  Tho 
fathor  was  sevoroly  wounded  and  died  eight  dr.ys  later.  (R.  6,7*1C-12) 

Tha  Oornelio  Tanza  family  group  of  twenty-five,  including 
several  nursing  babies,  wne  conducted  to  a  bushy  area  end  bayonotted. 

Of  this  ontiro  group  only  four  survived,  each  of  whom  suffered  numerous 
wounds.  Comolio  crawled  into  a  coconut  grovo,  and  because  of  his 
vroakeaod  condition  was  forced  to  stay  for  four  days  subsisting  an 
water  nlouo.  (R.  30,31}  I'«  2,  3x.  6  of  Ex.  A) 


The  third  group  of  approximately  twenty,  inoludiug  tho  Jorge 
Mari  family  of  four,  was  led  into  the  woods  about  ono  hundred  yards 
away  to  a  house  where  the  soldiors  ordered  tho  men  to  came  forward  and 
bo  tied.  Llkowiso,  women  and  children  wore  then  brought  forward  and 
the  entiro  group  was  bayonotted.  *^nly  two  escopod  olivo,  Jorgo  atari 
and  an  old  lady  by  the  nono  of  Cornelia,  last  name  not  known,  and  thoy 
too  had  boon  bayonattod  and  covorely  injured.  1*4*.  Mari  witneasod  tho 
killing  of  his  wifo  und  t-./o  childron,  tho  lattor  aged  3  years  and  2 
months  roapoctivoly.  (R.  23) 


Magdalena  Jaballa  and  four  of  his  children  wero  in  a  group, 
all  of  whet,  wero  tiod  n  short  distanoo  from  tho  church  and  then  takon 
about  throe  hundred  yorde  further  whero  they  wore  halted  and  bayonotted. 
Two  of  those  children  wore  killed  and  nnothor  died  later  of  his  wounds, 
while  four  of  his  other  childron,  apparently  in  anothor  Group,  were 
killod  on  tho  sane  day.  Magdalena  roceivcd  olovon  wounds.  (R.  3&,ho) 

’then  tho  ohuroh  waa  about  half  emptied  (R.  13,45)  the 
remaining  pooplo  boonme  approhensivo  of  their  lives.  Some  snw  blood 
running  out  of  a  nearby  shack  (R.  2) ,  n  few  noticed  tho  soldiors  mshing 
their  bloody  beyonots  at  tho  artosinn  well  nearby  (R.  25) ,  2nd  others 
observed  that  ns  soon  as  tho  familios  ware  takon  outside  they  woro 
shaoklod  with  ropes.  lixtiquio  kioanaa  then  urged  thoso  remaining 
to  fight  for  their  lives  and  atta.pt  an  osenpe  whereupon  he  pioked 
up  a  rock,  hurled  it  nt  the  Coir  Guard,  hitting  him  on  tho  head, 
and  knooking  him  to  tho  ground.  Hu  also  rushod  another  giard  but 
was  killod  in  his  bid  for  fToodom.  Hiny  then  nado  a  hronk  for  tho 
door  and  wore  mchino-guanod  indiscriminately  or  stabbod  with  bay¬ 
onets.  (R.  25)  Sovorul  ploadod  and  begged  for  mercy,  but  to  no 
avail.  The  church  resounded  with  the  wails  and  cries  of  the  wounded 
and  thoso  who  feared  death  was  inuinent.  (R.  2*5)  Scno  osenped  and 
wero  killod  by  rifle  and  mcohine  gun  fire  while  running  toward  the 
boach.  A  very  snail  number  osenpod  unscathed  and  found  safety  in 
tho  sou  and  swamps.  (R.  49)  Most  of  tho  victims  showed  numerous 
stab  wounds,  some  babies  in  thoir  mothers'  arms  were  run  through 
and  tho  blados  passod  into  the  bodies  of  tho  mothers.  One  woman 
was  found  who  had  given  premature  birth  to  a  baby  and  its  doad  body 
was  beside  her.  (R.  49-5l)  another  viotim,  while  pleading  for 
meroy  from  tho  Jap  officer  at  the  altar,  was  struck  by  a  sabro 
wielded  by  him,  severing  his  shoulder  and  resulting  in  immodiato 
death.  (R.  13-16,  27-29.  46-5l) 

ISaoh  tine  tho  soldiers  returned  from  osoorting  a  family  to 
its  doom  they  talked  with  tho  officers  and  all  laughed  ns  if  it  were 
a  gala  occasion.  The  officer  at  tho  altar  kopt  smoking  while  the 
tr.&aaore  was  going  on  and  gave  orders  from  time  to  time.  One  officer 
participated  in  tho  boyonetting.  (R.  3,6 ,23 ,27:31»46|  sx.  13  of  Ex.  A) 

■about  three  or  four  o' dock  in  the  afternoon,  after  covering 
thoir  victims  with  banana  and  oooonut  leaves,  the  Japs  dopartod. 

(R.  2,7-9 1  Ex.  12  of  Ex.  A) 
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pleading  for  maroy,  the  father  ovon  begging  to  bo  a  servant  for  the 
Japanese,  but  their  supplications  noro  ignorod  and  they  wore  set 
upon  and  beyamettod,  Of  thi3  family  only  tho  thirteen  your  old 
daughter  Portia  and  her  brothor  Hioolas,  ago  eight,  survived.  Tho 
fathor  was  sevoroly  wounded  and  died  oight  days  later.  (R.  6,7*1C-12) 

The  Oomolio  Tanza  family  group  of  twenty-five,  including 
several  nursing  babies,  v/ns  conducted  to  a  bushy  area  end  bayonottod. 

Of  this  ontire  group  only  four  survived,  oaoh  of  whom  suffered  numerous 
wounds.  Oomelio  crawled  into  a  coconut  grove,  and  boenuse  of  his 
v/oakenod  condition  was  forood  to  stay  for  four  days  subsisting  on 
v/ater  alauo.  (R.  30, 31 I  **•  2,  Zx,  6  of  '2x»  A) 

The  third  group  of  approximately  twenty,  including  tho  Jorge 
Mari  foully  of  four,  was  led  into  the  woods  about  ono  hundred  yards 
away  to  a  house  where  tho  soldiors  ordcrod  tho  non  to  cane  forward  and 
bo  tied.  Likawiso,  woman  and  onildron  wore  then  brought  forward  and 
the  entiro  group  was  boyonotted.  ^nly  two  escaped  alive,  Jorge  i«iari 
and  on  old  lady  by  the  nemo  of  Cornelia,  last  nano  not  known,  and  thoy 
too  had  boon  bayonottod  and  covorely  injurod.  Mr.  Mari  witacsBOd  tho 
killing  of  his  wifo  and  two  childron,  tho  latter  aged  3  years  and  2 
months  rospoctivoly.  (R.  23) 

Magdaleno  Jaballa  and  four  of  his  children  were  in  a  group, 
all  of  whan  wero  tied  a  short  distanoo  from  tho  church  and  then  tnkon 
about  throe  hundred  yardo  further  ./hero  they  wore  halted  and  bayonetted. 
Two  of  those  ohildren  Y/oro  killod  and  miothor  died  later  of  hia  wounds, 
while  four  of  his  other  children,  apparently  in  anothor  group,  were 
killod  on  tho  sane  dcy.  *agdaleno  received  olovon  wounds.  (R.  38, bP) 

'.Then  tho  church  wa3  about  half  enptiod  (R.  13*45)  the 
refining  pooplo  boonno  approhensivo  of  their  lives.  Some  saw  blood 
running  out  of  a  nearby  shack  (R.  2) ,  a  few  noticed  tho  soldiors  washing 
their  bloody  beyonots  at  tho  nrtosinn  well  nearby  (R.  2 5) ,  and  others 
observed  that  ns  soon  as  tho  families  ware  tokon  outside  they  ware 
shaoklod  with  ropes.  IXxtiquio  luoonas  then  urged  thoso  remaining 
to  fight  for  their  lives  and  attarpt  an  oscqpe  whereupon  he  pioked 
up  a  rock,  hurled  it  at  the  dorr  guard,  hitting  him  on  tho  head, 
and  knocking  him  to  the  ground.  Hu  also  rushod  anothor  giard  but 
wes  killod  in  his  bid  for  freedom.  Many  then  mndo  a  hronk  for  tho 
door  and  wore  machine-gunned  indiscriminately  or  stabbod  with  bay¬ 
onets.  (R.  25)  Sovorul  ploadod  and  begged  for  mercy,  but  to  no 
avail.  The  church  resounded  with  tho  wails  and  cries  of  the  wounded 
and  thoso  who  feared  death  was  imminent.  (R.  45)  Scno  osenped  and 
noro  killod  by  rifle  and  machine  gun  fire  while  running  toward  the 
boach.  A  very  small  number  osoapod  unscathed  and  found  safety  in 
tho  sou  and  swamps.  (R.  49)  Most  of  tho  viotius  showod  numerous 
stab  wounds,  some  babies  in  thoir  mothers'  arms  were  run  throu^i 
and  tho  blados  passed  into  tho  bodies  of  tho  mothers.  One  woman 
was  found  who  had  given  premature  birth  to  a  baby  and  its  doad  body 
was  beside  her.  (R.  49-\5l)  Another  victim,  while  pleading  for 
mercy  from  tho  Jap  officer  at  tho  altar,  was  struck  by  a  sabre 
wielded  by  hia,  severing  his  shoulder  and  resulting  in  immodiato 
death.  (R.  13-16,  27-29,  46-51) 

ISaoh  tine  tho  soldiers  returned  from  escorting  a  family  to 
its  doom  they  talked  with  tho  officors  and  all  laughed  ns  if  it  wore 
a  gala  occasion.  The  officer  at  tho  altar  kept  mokiug  while  the 
ur.saaore  was  going  on  and  gave  ordors  from  time  to  ti/ao.  °ne  officer 
participated  in  the  bayonotting,  (R,  3,6,23,27:31*46|  Sx*  ^  of  Ex*  *0 

i»bout  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  aftonioon,  after  oovoring 
thoir  victims  with  banana  and  oooonut  leaves,  the  Japs  dopartod. 

(R.  2, 7-9 1  Ex.  12  of  3x.  A) 
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The  wounded,  both  from  tho  church  and  fanily  groups »  after 
recovering  a one  strength,  wont  to  the  surrounding  owaips  and  Junglos, 

Sar.io  wore  so  wook  they  had  to  crawl#  They  contaotod  friends  and  rel¬ 
atives  and  by  various  and  devious  moans  orossod  tho  soa  individually 
and  in  groups  to  Baboy,  Loyto,  Philippine  Inlands,  whoro  they  were 
hospitalized,  later,  sooo  of  tho  wounded  died.  (R.  2,3,5-9,ll»13,l6, 

23,26,28, 31,32, 36, 39.45.42,45,47, 49.51) 

On  30  DecoiJ>er  1944  Oiriaco  labisto  and  his  brother,  Sergio, 
wore  at  San  Juan,  Pilar,  Ponson  Island,  and  hoaring  of  the  massacre, 
proceeded  immediately  to  Dopdap  to  look  for  their  fanily.  On  tho  way 
they  not  thoir  father,  two  sistors,  and  three  brothers.  One  sistor 
was  in  much  pain  causod  by  two  bullot  wounds  in  hor  baok.  Proceeding 
alone  to  the  barrio,  Ciriaco  saw  many  dead  bodies  in  tho  ohuroh  pilod 
on  top  of  each  other  and  the  remains  of  approximately  onehundrod 
lying  outside,  among  which  wero  tho  bodlos  of  his  aothor  and  one  brother. 
(R.  43,  44) 

On  16  January  1945,  Captain  Gonzalo  R.  Siovert,  Executive 
Officer  of  tho  94th  Regiment,  92ud  Division,  P.A. ,  acccxiponied  by  liajor 
Pete  *.  Scott,  PChD  No.  15  Dotachmont,  Captain  Henry  L.  G^ire,  5*h  Air 
Force,  and  a  Sergeant  William  Young,  photographer  of  tho  7th  Infantry 
Division,  wero  ordered  by  a  task  foroo  octuundor,  Colonel  Walker,  182nd 
Infantry,  7th  Division,  0,  S,  ..rmy,  to  prooood  to  ttapdap,  onto  on  inves¬ 
tigation,  and  dispose  of  tho  dead  bodies.  Before  arriving  at  the  town 
they  net  throe  survivors  of  tho  debaole,  all  of  whon  gave  evidonce  of 
numerous  wounds,  approaching  tho  town  the  foul  odor  of  dead  bodies 
filled  the  air.  They  looked  in  two  huts  and  saw  approximately  3C  to  3C 
and  15  to  20  bodies  respectively  iu  a  bad  state  of  decomposition. 

Doge  and  other  animals  had  oaten  away  large  portions  of  the  bodies 
making  it  difficult  to  osoertain  whothor  they  wore  men,  women  or  children; 
however,  tho  presence  of  long  hair  and  small  skulls  indicated  that  there 
were  sole  of  the  letter  in  the  groups.  Procoodiug  further  into  town  they 
inspeoted  huts  en  route  and  £>usd  similar  conditions  existing.  Arriving 
at  the  church  they  saw  about  lf>0  bodlos  scattered  on  tho  ground  in  ad 
around  the  building,  about  half  of  uhioh  m,ro  inside,  and  vlsiblo  from 
tho  doorway,  Here  too.  the  dogs,  hogs  and  other  ai imuls  had  devoured  parts 
of  tho  bodies.  About  j>fO  yards  north  cf  tho  church  thoy  db  served  approxi¬ 
mately  5C  to  6(>  dead  bodies  under  an  acacia  troo,  dL  1  in  an  advanced  state 
of  decomposition.  Several  dogs  ax  d  pigs  wero  eating  the  remains,  and 
chickens  picking  tho  bones.  They  oounted  230  dead  nd  estim  ted  there  wore 
500  doad  bodio3  in  aid  around  the  barrio.  (R  17-19)  The  photographer 
took  various  pictures,  ono  of  a  shack  whore  dead  could  be  soen  in  tho  door¬ 
way,  others  showing  the  conditions  inside  andoutsido  the  church,  one  of 
numerous  dead  bodies  in  a  lrxio  a  short  dL  stance  awry,  and  one  of  a  deoom- 
posod  body  tied  to  tho  trunk  of  a  tree  and  idontifiod  as  <«uentin  liorolos. 
LR.  9,  20,  21 |  3x.  2,3,4  of  Ex.  A) 

Ona  of  the  bodies  shown  in  Exhibit  19-I  of  Exhibit  A  was 
identified  as  that  of  a  txn  known  as  "^aDy*!  in  Exhibit  19-7  of  Exhibl# 

■**  another  body  was  that  of  a  mao  named  •Peoong*.  (H.  4,  6) 

Exhibit  1  of  Exhibit  A  is  a  translation  of  an  undated  company 
ardor  captured  on  Ponson  Island  on  or  about  18  Jcnuory  1945,  whioh  directs 
that  the  town  of  Filar  be  extor.ainated  at  2AC0,  and  sub-paragraph  5.  para¬ 
graph  IV  recites  the  platoon  formations.  Opposito  the  2nd  Platoon 
appo.ars  tho  nano  "Eurazawa.*  This  exhibit  also  oout.aius  a  translation  of 
a  diary,  belonging  to  either  an  officar  or  sorgoont  major,  Coijpany, 
organization  not  stated,  showing  tho  following  ontry*  *29  Doc  44  -  Dapdep 

?00  men,  Esporanza  150  men.  Caupiotion  of  uubju#ition.  Departed  San 
sidro." 
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The  wounded,  both  from  tho  church  end  family  groups,  aftor 
recovering  some  strength,  wont  to  tho  surrounding  swamps  and  junglos. 
3or.io  wore  so  wook  they  had  to  crawl#  They  contaotod  frionds  and  rel¬ 
atives  and  by  various  and  devious  aeons  crossed  tho  son  individually 
and  in  groups  to  Baboy,  Loy to,  Philippine  loloods,  whoro  thoy  wcro 
hospitalized#  later,  sotio  of  tho  wounded  died.  (R.  2,3,5“9,H»I3tl6, 

23,26,28,31,32,36,39.45.42,l45.W,49»5l) 


On  30  December  1944  Oiriaco  lebisto  and  his  brother,  Sergio, 
wore  at  Son  Juan,  Pilar,  Ponson  Island,  and  hoaring  of  tho  massacre, 
proceeded  immediately  to  Dapdap  to  look  for  thoir  family#  On  tho  way 
they  mot  thoir  father,  two  sistors,  and  three  brothers*  ^10  sistor 
was  in  uioh  pain  oausod  by  two  bullet  wounds  in  her  back#  Proceeding 
alone  to  the  barrio,  Ciriaco  saw  many  dead  bodies  in  tho  ohurch  piled 
on  top  of  each  other  and  the  remains  of  approximately  onohundrod 
lying  outside,  among  which  wcro  tho  bodios  of  his  uothor  and  one  brother# 

(R.  43,  44) 

On  16  January  1945,  Captain  Gonzalo  R.  Si  overt,  Executive 
Of floor  of  the  94th  Regiment,  92nd  Division,  P.A, ,  accompanied  by  Major 
Pote  W.  Scott,  PGAD  No#  15  Dotachmont,  Captain  Henry  L.  Guiro,  5*h  Air 
Force,  and  a  Sergeant  William  foung,  photographer  of  tho  7th  Infantry 
Division,  woro  ordered  by  a  task  force  commander,  Colonel  Walker,  182nd 
Infantry,  7th  Division,  U#  S,  ..rmy,  to  procood  to  Dapdap,  make  an  inves¬ 
tigation,  and  dispose  of  the  dead  bodies.  Before  arriving  at  the  town 
they  met  throe  survivors  of  the  debacle,  ell  of  whom  gave  evidonoe  of 
numerous  wounds,  approaching  the  town  the  foul  odor  of  dead  bodies 
filled  the  air#  They  looked  in  two  huts  and  saw  approximately  30  to  50 
and  15  to  20  bodies  respectively  in  a  bad  state  of  deoexposition. 

Dogs  and  other  animals  had  eaten  away  large  portions  of  the  bodies 
making  it  difficult  to  ascertain  whothor  thoy  wore  men,  women  or  children! 
however,  the  preseace  of  long  hair  and  smoll  skulls  Indicated  that  there 
were  scusof  the  latter  in  the  Groups.  Proceeding  further  into  town  they 
inspeoted  huts  en  route  and  found  similar  conditions  existing.  Arriving 
at  the  church  they  saw  about  ICO  bodies  scattered  on  tho  ground  in  end 
around  the  building,  about  half  of  which  Wire  inside,  and  vlsiblo  from 
tho  doorwey ,  Here  too.  the  dogs,  hogs  and  other  m imals  had  dovoured  parts 
of  tho  bodies.  About  5f0  yards  north  cf  tho  churoh  thoy  db  served  approxi¬ 
mately  50  to  6c<  dead  bodies  under  an  acacia  troo,  aL  1  in  an  advanoed  state  \ 

of  decomposition#  Several  dogs  end  pigs  were  eating  the  raoalns,  and 
chickens  picking  tho  bones.  They  oounted  230  dead  nfl  estim-  ted  there  were 
500  doad  bodios  in  aid  around  the  barrio.  (R  17-19)  The  photographer 
took  various  pictures,  one  of  a  shack  whore  dead  could  be  soen  in  tho  door¬ 
way,  others  showing  the  conditions  inside  endoutside  the  church,  one  of 
numerous  dead  bodies  in  a  lmo  a  short  dL  stance  awry,  and  one  of  a  decom¬ 
posed  body  tied  to  the  trunk  of  c  tree  and  identified  as  wuentin  Morolos. 

(R.  9,  20,  21 1  3x.  2,3,4  Ex.  a) 


One  of  the  bodies  shown  in  Exhibit  19-1  of  Exhibit  was 
identified  as  that  of  a  mai  known  as  *Masoy*|  in  Exhibit  19-7  of  ExhibI# 
another  body  was  that  of  a  men  named  •Pooong*.  (B.  4,  6) 

Exhibit  1  of  Exhibit  A  is  a  translation  of  an  undated  company 
order  captured  on  Ponson  Island  on  or  about  18  Jcnuory  1945,  which  directs 
that  tho  town  of  Pilar  be  extor.iinatod  at  24C0,  and  sub-paragraph  5.  para¬ 
graph  IV  recites  the  platoon  formations.  Opposito  tho  2nd  Platoon 
appoars  tho  no.  10  "Kurazawa.*  This  exhibit  also  contains  a  translation  of 
a  diary,  belonging  to  either  an  officer  or  sorgoont  major,  4*b  Company, 
organization  not  stated,  snowing  tho  following  entry1  *29  Doc  44  “  Dapdep 

?00  man#  Espoznnzo  150  men.  Completion  of  sub  jugition.  Departed  San 
sidro#" 
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Witnesses  testified  that  thoro  \70r0  two  officers  -.7ith  tho 
•s  at  the  church.  The  one  at  tho  altar  was  tall,  largo,  ^ith  a  long 
leavily  bonrdod,  clipped  hfir  and  about  4C  years  of  age.  Ho  v7ore 
»los ,  a  long  sabre,  rcvolvor  and  a  uni fern  with  a  patch  on  each 
;ith  stars  sot  upon  a  background  of  rod  linos.  (R.  27,  33'  The 
a  Captain  Cruzavjn  or  k.uraza'.va,  \itxa  of  regular  lioight,  beardless  and 
\  cap  v/ith  flapping  back,  ca.uon  to  tho  Jnpanoso  soldiors,  a  sabre 
irs  upon  his  unifora.  (R.  26)  One  officor  rms  killed  by  a  civilian 
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